
 

Dear Friends, 

The season of Advent snuck up on me, when I wasn’t looking, when I wasn’t ready!  How 
can it be Advent? In this topsy-turvy coronavirus year, a final challenge comes to our life   
together as a church:  how can we celebrate Advent and Christmas?  Elsewhere in our     
newsletter, you will find our answers thus far:  we will have a Cookie Extravaganza—by    
advance orders only.  We will light our Advent candles, and mark each Sunday in the season.  
We will have a Christmas Eve Candlelight service, and will sing “Silent Night” together,   
perhaps by moving the song outside to include all worshippers from their cars as well as those 
who were inside.  We will watch and anticipate Christ’s presence born anew in us and in our 
world.  We will look for the ways in which we, with Mary, can be Christ-bearers. 

Yes, our year has been turned upside down.  Yes, many things are different.  But Advent’s 
truths are more timely than ever:  it is the season of hope, of anticipation, expectation.  It is 
the season for living into God’s peace, joy and love—all gifts we need more than ever in our 
lives and in our world. 

So in this Advent season, I invite you to join me in watching for Christ, and in making this 
prayer your own: 

God of hope, come! Enter into this heart of mine which often loses itself in self, missing the 
message of your encouragement because I am so entangled in the web of my own whirl of life.  
Let me not lose sight of the power of your presence or the truth of your consolation. 

God of peace, come!  Enter into the lives of all those who are marked with pain, struggle and 
deep anxiety, those who bear ongoing heartaches, those whose difficulties threaten to      
overwhelm them with helplessness and despair.  Give them the gift of your companionship 
and strength. 

God of joy, come!  Let the gift of your joy come from deep within and fill our lives to       
overflowing. Open our eyes to your daily blessings. 

God of love, come!  Be the Light that can never go out, the Beacon of Love guiding our way 
to you.  Come into our midst and be born anew in us.  Make of our lives a home where your 
hope, peace, joy and love reign, in this season and always.  Amen 

(prayer adapted from Out of the Ordinary by Joyce Rupp p. 24) 

Wishing you a Blessed Advent and a Christmas full of Joy and Wonder. 

Yours, In Christ, 

Pastor Barbara 

 

P.S. On a totally different note, elsewhere in this newsletter, you will find my annual report of 
our ministry, and my report In Memoriam for our Lay Leader Paul Black, both submitted to 
our annual Charge Conference on Nov. 21.  I commend them to you for your reading and   
reflection on our past year together. 
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Report of the Pastor 

2020 will be long remembered as a year like no other! At its beginning our year looked        
ordinary enough:  our annual celebration of “Souper Bowl Sunday” provided great winter    
fellowship over a potluck lunch and a special offering for our Backpack ministry, helping food 
insecure students in our local school system.  Little did we know it would be our last potluck 
meal for the year! 

Helped and supported by our church, in February, I went on a 2 ½ week mission trip to The 
Village of Hope in Zambia, Africa, an ecumenical ministry rescuing and educating orphans in 
rural Zambia, helping them grow into successful young adults who love the Lord.  It was a 
wonderful, challenging, intense, difficult, life-altering trip for me, for which I will be forever 
grateful! 

But then, by mid-March, we, along with all of America, were dealing with the COVID           
pandemic, and faced reinventing everything we knew about how to be the church.  The first 
days were anxious ones:  what does this national shut down mean for our church?  How will 
our little church manage?  How long will this be?  What’s to become of us?  

 Slowly we began to reinvent ourselves.  We gave out “Drive-By Palms” for Palm Sunday. 
Then we learned how to do “drive-in worship”, thanks to some coaching from a knowledgeable 
trustee at Collins UMC (thank you connectional system of United Methodism!), and many 
hours of work by our dear Rex Stanforth, who allowed himself to be drafted as our chief sound 
engineer.  With some trepidation we began our drive-in worship on Easter, and were thrilled to 
come together as a church, even from the safe distance of our cars. We learned, in the midst of 
the pandemic, how much it meant to simply see one another and exchange brief greetings or a 
wave.  It wasn’t quality of fellowship we were used to but it has sustained us nonetheless.  

And drive in church has opened the way for a whole team of helpers to become involved—
from the set up crew, to the masked/gloved children who pass out bulletins and run from car to 
car to receive offerings, to our musicians now being transmitted over FM sound waves.  In  
taking our worship “to the streets”, unexpected gifts emerged:  our average attendance grew by 
25% (going to church with your coffee and your pups held new attraction); new folks joined us 
from the community at large; our shut ins who lived within a ¼ mile radius of church could 
listen to church from home. As we grew into this new worship routine, our spirits grew lighter.  
Worship now gained the ambience of a “tailgate party,” minus the food. Occasionally folks left 
their cars to sit beside them on lawn chairs.  We learned to fun of a “toot salute” to express  
celebration or appreciation for each other.  Our faithful “Miss Sarah” (Schwab) invented how 
to have a Sunday School lessons “al fresco” on a blanket or in our Memorial Garden.  We 
learned anew the truth of the old song “I am the church”:  “The church is not a building; the 
church is not a steeple; the church is not a resting place.  The church is the people!” 

We thought this temporary way of worship would last a few weeks, that then turned into a  
couple months, that turned into over half a year! Though we just opened our sanctuary for  
worship on Nov. 1, we will continue our FM broadcast indefinitely as it is still meeting many 
needs. So now our new challenge is to be an outside and inside church—like everything else 
this year, we will invent it and find our way forward. 

We reinvented a way to encourage one another through a “caring caravan” after worship,   
driving “caravan” style to wave to and greet shut-ins from the safety of our cars. 

We reinvented how to have confirmation instruction for our confirmation class of two young 
people, both remotely, and socially distanced, and how to have a dignified celebration of     
confirmation, all while worshipping from the church’s sidewalk. 

We had to reinvent our small groups and meetings.  We’ve learned how to do Zoom for our 
covenant discipleship group, for Bible Studies, for church meetings.  When we meet in person, 
it’s in masks, with social distance, and sanitizing wipes at the ready to clean door handles/push 
plates/ railings.  We’ve learned new disciplines. 

 



Report of the Pastor continued 

 

But even so, another unexpected gift has emerged:  our church’s ability to welcome          
community groups into our building.  As groups found their usual meeting places now “off 
limits”, our church’s fellowship hall, where folks can spread out with social distance, has   
become a new community hub, now used each week by a community sewing/knitting group, 
the Milan Rotary Club,  AA, and for a weekly parent-child supervised visitation program 
through Erie County Social Services.  We are thrilled to be of service to our community in 
these new ways. 

Meanwhile, through all the disruption of this year, our Backpack program grew stronger than 
ever.  Even though the Edison School District was closed through the spring, we were able to 
continue supplying food insecure families with food for their weekend meals, and in fact,    
continued this ministry (which normally ends in May) into August, almost until school         
reopened. We were grateful to receive a number of community and business grants to fund the 
effort going into the fall and early winter, and are poised to address emerging needs in the   
program for the near future. We are deeply grateful to the 10-15 church members who         
volunteer weekly with this important program.  

We continue to be in mission through the ministries of our Annual Conference and are     
looking forward to contributing over $2000 to the Teach-Reach-Bless Campaign for Africa 
University, thanks to generous giving from our congregation and the matching grant for our 
giving through our Wilbur Trust.  We look forward to year’s end mission efforts through  
helping collect supplies for the Midwest Distribution Center, and to helping with local needs 
at Christmas through our Angel Tree. 

It's been a year like no other!  I never dreamed that after 45 years in ministry, I would become 
a “street preacher” on the sidewalk, dealing with the vagaries of weather, and interruptions 
from traffic (trucks, motorcycles, ambulances), or even an overhead circling crop duster. I  
never dreamed some of our folks who profess NO computer knowledge would become so 
adept at Zoom.  I’ve learned in new ways what a gift it is to depend on the Body of Christ, his 
church, who shows up, and adapts, and invents, and tries and tries again, no mater what        
obstacles there are, to be active and at work to God’s glory and for His good. 

Looking ahead, I know we yearn to return to “normal”—the chance to break bread together 
with fellowship after church, with potluck and picnics, the chance to plan mission trips, the 
chance to send young people to church camp.  Like everything else right now, we can’t set 
firm goals for the future until the pandemic is under control. But meanwhile, we continue to 
BE the church in ways we never dreamed of, to be agents of God’s love in his world. 

I continue to be profoundly grateful for the privilege of being your pastor. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara E. Stephens-Rich 



 

 

 

 

Report of the Lay Leader  

In Memoriam 

Paul M. Black 

August 21, 1947-September 2, 2020 

 

It is with a heavy heart that I “ghost write” this report in memory of Edison Memorial United 
Methodist Church’s beloved Lay Leader, Paul Black, who, after some months of increasing 
health difficulties, entered eternal life in early September.  Paul loyally served our church for 
years in many ways, his ready willingness, his faithfulness and devotion evident to all.  No 
need was too small or too big for him to lend a guiding and helping hand.  Paul served as our 
Lay Leader for the past 8 years, chaired our Administrative Council for the past 5 years and 
our Finance Committee for the past 4 years.  In addition to these leadership responsibilities, 
Paul chaired our Firelands District Finance Committee, served as a member at large of our 
East Ohio Annual Conference, and was a certified lay servant through our Firelands District.  
His death leaves a very big hole in our midst. 

In what turned out to be his final 4 days of life, Paul was in Fisher Titus hospital’s ICU, but 
that didn’t stop him thinking about church affairs.  When I got to his bedside, after my asking 
how he was feeling, he quickly turned the conversation:  “Hey, what did you think of that  
District Conference?” (held the week before via Zoom, and thus a totally new experience).  
Leave it to Paul to be ready to discuss church business from the ICU!  His devotion to our own 
church, and the church at large knew no bounds. 

His last formal communication with our church was his letter soliciting our involvement in the 
Teach-Reach-Bless Campaign of our East Ohio Annual Conference.  Paul was passionate 
about our getting involved to help build a new women’s dormitory at Africa University, and 
introduced the idea of seeking a matching fund grant from our church’s Wilbur Trust, so that 
our donation could be doubled.  I think he’d be very pleased to see our church’s total gift    
rising over $2000 at present. 

It was my privilege and gift to work along side Paul.  When I first came to Edison UMC in 
2013, he was my  “go-to” person for church affairs, my confidential sounding board, the one 
ever ready to orient the (then) interim pastor to the ways of Edison UMC. When I returned in 
2018, I found Paul had assumed even greater responsibilities at church, and so I relied on him 
even more.  He was a friend and a partner in our church’s ministry. His willingness to         
approach church business with a joy-filled heart made tasks of church administration go 
smoothly.  I am very grateful for all that Paul has meant to our church.   

Our deepest and heartfelt sympathies go out to Sharon, Paul’s beloved wife of 53 years, their 
son Jim, and daughter Brenda and their families, in their loss, which we too, as their church 
family, share in some measure.  It’s good to think of Paul, now well and whole, in the       
company of his Lord, who, I am confident, greeted Paul’s arrival into Eternity with the words, 
“Well done, Thou good and faithful servant.  Enter into the joys of the Master.” 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara Stephens-Rich, Pastor 

 



 

It is with deepest sympathy  

that we give our condolences  

to Jeff & Pamela Grames and Family  

on the death of Jeff’s Father - 

James “Jim” Robert Grames 

who passed away Saturday - 

November 7, 2020. 

James was 79 years old  

He worked for the 

Michigan Department of Transportation  

for many years, and was a  

Past Fire Chief of  

Newberg Fire Department. 

May God’s comforting presence 

surround you all during this difficult time.  
 

“ 



 

“BREATH OF HEAVEN” 

Live Nativity Presentation   
St. Matthew Lutheran Church                                                           
15617 Mason Road, Vermilion 

Saturday December 12th & Sunday December 13th 

4:00 PM– 8:00 PM 

Walk-through presentations approximately every 15 minutes 

 

Please join the members of St. Matthew, Bethany and Grace Lutheran 
Churches as we share our 23rd presentation of “Breath of Heaven.” 

 

It is our honor to share a portrayal of that Holy Night                                
when Jesus was born.                                                                                                  

The presentation is free to the public. 

Please bring non-perishable food items                                                                     
to be donated to local food banks.   

 

Performance by the Firelands High School Select Choir. 
 

** Please be advised that even though this is an outdoor event,       
facemasks will be required for the safety of our cast and guests.         

Social distancing guidelines will be in effect                                       
and groups will be limited in size. 



 

We will once again be hosting our community                                                                                

Christmas Cookie Extravaganza.                                                                                 
This year will be a bit different but still just as tasty.   

       We are going to take preorders for our $10 assorted cookie boxes.    Each 
box contains 2-3 dozen each and in years past we have sold around 60 assorted 

boxes.  There will be gluten free, sugar free or nut free options available           
upon request.  Orders can be placed by visiting our Facebook page,                             

Edison Memorial UMC    

                       \\  Orders will be paid when they are picked up                                                                 
Sunday December 20th from 11am-noon.    

 Any unclaimed boxes will be donated to local essential staff.  

Want to help make our 4th Annual Cookie Extravaganza a success?   

Church members are asked to donate cookies by the dozen and drop them off 

Friday December 18th during regular office hours or from 6-7pm.                        

Contact Jenni Seel or Pam Grames to make other drop off arrangements         

or for any other questions . Thank you!! 



 

 

Congratulations! To Myra Jenkins  

On the Birth of her new  

Great -Grand-Daughter 

Amelia Myra Gerber 

Born October 30, 2020 

God Bless You Little One  

And Welcome! 



 

 
The Giving Tree is here, 

It will be outside prior to         
service and then inside later.   

Just take a card and fill in the 
sign-out sheet made available. 

The gifts must be returned 
wrapped with the tag on the 

outside by December 15th. 



                    

 

 

 

                    ORDER YOUR       Poinsettias                                                                                                                                 

This year’s prices are: 6 ½ in. pot $7.00 each, choice of red or white 
8 ½ in. pot $21.00 each, choice of red or white 

Please complete the form below and bring or mail it to the church with your  

payment.  Make separate check payable to Edison Memorial UMC.                    

To be assured of your order, deadline will be Sunday December 13, 2020 

PLEASE BE SURE TO FILL IN ALL INFORMATION REQUIRED. 

Your name: _________________________________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________ Phone # ____________________ 

How many are you ordering total? _______ Amount enclosed $______________ 

Choose color & quantity:      Red:  6 ½  __ 8 ½ ___   

                                             White:   6 ½___8 ½___ 

IN MEMORY OF: ___________________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF: _____________________________________________________ 

Given by: ___________________________________________________________ 

Would you like your poinsettia taken to a shut in?  yes__ no___                  

Would you be willing to deliver to a shut in?  yes__ no___                     

You may take your flowers after the Candlelight Service on Christmas Eve.                    



   THURSDAY DECEMBER 24TH  

     7:00 p.m. All Are Welcome! 

 Service both inside and drive-in 


